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In this particular case, these folks
just had the wrong opinions about
their government and they were sure
that they would be protected under the
First Amendment, protected from re-
prisal and punishment, but that is sim-
ply not the case.

Exactly what happened is that the
IRS sought to cover up and blame oth-
ers that had nothing to do with what
happened.

Remember, the feared and
omnipowerful IRS targeted and pun-
ished certain Americans solely because
of what they thought of their govern-
ment, violating their First Amendment
right provided by God and enumerated
in our Constitution.

Think about that. The full power and
authority of the massive Federal Gov-
ernment and its endless resources fo-
cused on a few citizens because they
dared to disagree. Is this a Communist
country? Is this something worse?

Let’s remember how this started. The
inspector general did an investigation
and said they were going to file a re-
port.

Hearing that, Lois Lerner takes a
planted question and lies about who did
it. She blames it on the good workers
in Cincinnati. The President calls for a
criminal investigation, and the Com-
missioner is fired.

However, when it really came to con-
ducting that investigation, the Depart-
ment of Justice really just couldn’t be
bothered. Then the person at the cen-
ter of the issue comes to Congress and
pleads the Fifth.

Congress has to now look elsewhere
for the truth. They are not going to get
it from Ms. Lerner. So they look to her
email communication.

Subpoenas are issued, two of them,
and three protective orders, one by the
IRS itself. The IRS violates literally
all of it while saying they went to
great lengths in search of the truth.

Come on. Great lengths? They didn’t
even check Ms. Lerner’s BlackBerry.

The new Commissioner, Mr.
Koskinen, hired to clean things up,
knows that 422 backup tapes were de-
stroyed, including 24,000 of Ms.
Lerner’s emails; yet, he waits 4 months
to tell Congress while coming multiple
times to testify to Congress during
that period. You lie about your lost
documents for 4 months and see what
happens.

Mr. Koskinen violated his duty to
preserve and provide the information.
He violated his duty to disclose, he vio-
lated his duty to be truthful, and he
violated his duty to correct the record
about what he knew. Mr. Koskinen vio-
lated the public trust on multiple ac-
counts.

The issue at hand is that the agency
Mr. Koskinen represents violated the
constitutionally guaranteed rights of
American citizens and nothing has
been done about it.

This simply cannot stand. We cannot
have two separate standards of justice,
one for the ruling class, one for the
government, and one for the governed.
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Congress has a duty to get to the
truth. As Representatives of the citi-
zens, we don’t have a police force. We
are Representatives. We can’t fire the
Commissioner. We are Members of Con-
gress. The only remedy that Congress
has is the constitutional check of im-
peachment.

Impeachment proceedings are the
only way we can hope to get some re-
lief from this agency which has been
wantonly unaccountable in the most
egregious fashion.

It is the only way we will be able to
determine whether the Commissioner
violated the standards of trust set
down for government officials.

It is the only way we can start to
move to a circumstance where our gov-
ernment serves the people as opposed
to citizens being forced to serve their
government.

So, Madam Speaker, as we reflect on
tax day, I respectfully request the reso-
lution regarding the impeachment of
Commissioner Koskinen be forwarded
to the Judiciary Committee and to this
floor for consideration.

————
GUN VIOLENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. SPEIER) for 5 minutes.

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, since
1970, more Americans have died from
domestic gun violence than in every
war dating back to the American Revo-
lution.

If all the victims of gun violence
since 1970 were put on a wall like the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial, it would
contain 1.5 million names and stretch
2% miles. That is 25 times as long as
the actual Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial.
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We are quick to hold moments of si-
lence on this floor, but we are not
quick to act. I have had enough of Con-
gress’ failure to lead. So to draw atten-
tion to the slaughter going on in this
country each and every month, I will
recite the names each month of every
person killed in a mass shooting during
the previous month. I have also created
my own memorial wall in the hallway
outside of my office.

Here are the stories of some of the
victims of the 31 mass shootings in
March of this year. There have been so
many people this month affected by
mass shootings, that I don’t have time
to list the injured, but I recognize the
trauma they have endured as well.

Deonte Fisher, age 7, was killed sit-
ting in a parked car outside a conven-
ience store on March 4 in Columbus,
Ohio.

Anthony Renee Beamon, Jr., age 36,
was Killed while leaving a party on
March 6 in Compton, California.

Pablo Villeda Estrada, age 19, was
killed at a birthday party on March 6
in Chelsea, Massachusetts. He loved
music and was a family jokester.

Austin Harter, age 29; Clint Harter,
age 27; Jake Waters, age 36; and Mi-
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chael Capps, age 41, were Killed by
their neighbor on March 7 in Kansas
City, Kansas. The shooter also Kkilled
Randy J. Nordman, age 49, the next day
while fleeing police.

Ishmael Haywood, age 20, and
Demontray Keshawn Mackay, age 17,
were killed in a car on March 8 in San
Antonio, Texas.

Jerry Shelton, age 35; Tina Shelton,
age 37; Brittany Powell, age 2T;
Chanetta Powell, age 25; and Shada
Mahone, age 26, were Killed at a family
cookout on March 9 in Wilkinsburg,
Pennsylvania. Chanetta was 8 months
pregnant.

John Smith, age 65, and Jamil Good-
win, age 43, were Killed while sitting on
their porch on March 11 in Detroit,
Michigan.

Douglas Hearne, age 48, was killed at
a bar on March 12 in Wichita Falls,
Texas.

Alyric Fouch, age 17, was killed by
her mother’s boyfriend on March 12 in
Elberton, Georgia. She was trying to
protect her mother from gunfire.

Deosha Jackson, age 19, and Daryl
Hunt, age unknown, were Kkilled on
March 19 in Wetumpka, Alabama.

Serge Pierre Dumas, age 28, was
killed at a house party on March 20 in
Plantation, Florida. He is survived by
his 15-month-old son pictured here on
this poster next to me.

Billie Jo Hettinger, age 32, and her
children Collin Hettinger, age 5, and
Courtney Hettinger, age 4, were Kkilled
by their husband and father on March
20 in Louisville, Kentucky.

Kelly Russler, age 39, and her sons
Jayden Evans, age 10, and Laing
Russler, age 7, were killed by Kelly’s
husband and Laing’s father on March 21
in Sherman, Texas.

Elizabeth Janie Woods, age unknown,
was killed by her husband on March 25
in Lauderdale County, Alabama. He
also shot their two sons, who were in
critical condition but have survived.

Virginia State Trooper Chad P.
Dermyer was killed by a gunman at a
bus station on March 31 in Richmond,
Virginia. He was a Marine Corps vet-
eran and had two young children.

May the dead rest in peace, the
wounded recover quickly and com-
pletely, and the bereaved find comfort.

Members, colleagues, mothers and fa-
thers, when will we do more than call
for moments of silence?

———
AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. CURBELO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Madam
Speaker, I rise to recognize April as
Autism Awareness Month, an oppor-
tunity for our communities to come to-
gether and become more educated and
understanding of autism and its im-
pacts on our students and society.

Reports from 2014 state that autism
affects 1 in 68 children in the United
States, a 119 percent increase from the
year 2000. Despite the great scientific
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